An analogous situation may rarely occur following the inadvertent injection of watersoluble radiographic contrast medium into the subarachnoid space. This has been successfully treated' by controlling the convulsions with curare and artificial ventilation while at the same time the theca was irrigated with normal saline through the cisternal and lumbar routes. I am not aware that this method of treatment has been used to reverse the effects of peniciLlin or other toxic substances in the theca, but it would seem worthy of trial in such an emergency. I am, etc., G. ANSELL. The investigation is concerned with folate deficiency in 50 epileptic children and adolescents who have been on anticonvulsants from one to 11 years (Table I) , and if the case numbers in Table III During the last 15 years or so I have supervised well over 1,000 home confinements. During that time a method of family doctor obstetrics has been developed and has gradually improved in efficiency, and this has to a great extent been due to midwife attachment and readily available pathological and other hospital services. Our method is not difficult and its aim is absolute continuity of care. At each attendance the patient is examined by three members of a team-a pupil midwife, an experienced midwife, and a doctor. In this way it is rare for anything to be forgotten or for anything abnormal to be missed. The patient is nearly always attended at her confinement by the same team.
As the national trend has been a gradual increase in the relative number of hospital deliveries the trend in this practice has been in the opposite direction and yet has been related to a low perinatal mortality: 4/1,000.1 We never persuade patients to have home deliveries and always insist on hospital delivery where indicated.
